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SUBJECT: SALVADORAN REACTION TO BICENTENNIAL 

REE: (A) STATE 169682, (B) SAN SALVADOR 3077, (C) SAN SALVADOR 
2986 (B AND C SENT TO USIA WASHINGTON) 

1. REACTION HERE TO BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES, BOTH THE LOCAL 
VARIETY AND THOSE TAKING PLACE IN THE US, HAS BEEN UNIFORMLY 
POSITIVE. REFTEL (B) WAS USIS'S SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THOSE 
EVENTS IN EL SALVADOR CLUSTERED AROUND JULY 4, AND CONTAINED 
CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE THAT THE HOST GOVERNMENT, LOCAL MEDIA 
AND POPULACE AS A WHOLE WERE ENTHUSIASTIC PARTICIPANTS IN ALL 
EFFORTS AVAILABLE TO THEM TO EXPRESS THEIR APPROVAL. THIS 
ENTHUSIASTIC JOINING IN AT ALL LEVELS CAME IN SPITE OF 
SEVERAL RECENT ROUGH BUMPS IN THE US-SALVADOR RELATIONSHIP, 
PARTICULARLY THE MAY 16 ARREST IN NEW YORK OE THE SALVADORAN 
CHIEF OF STAFF AND THAT INCIDENTS DISQUIETING AFTERMATH, 

NOT YET FULLY DISSIPATED. 
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